
 

Many of the non-native plants commonly used in landscaping are known to escape into the wild, earning them the title of invasive. Invasive 
plants outcompete native plants, reduce food and habitat for native wildlife, and negatively impact the aesthetics of natural areas. It is estimated 
that invasive plants cause about $123 billion in damages and losses to the U.S. economy annually. Below is a list of the most common invasive 
landscape plants and some native alternatives. 

 
Celastrus orbiculatis  

 
Hedera helix Lonicera japonica  

 

Celastrus scandens Parthenocissus quinquefolia Lonicera sempervirens 

Thuja occidentalis 

Cornus sericea Ilex verticillata 

Vaccinium corymbosym Cornus racemosa 

Clethra alnifolia 

  
Lindera benzoin Aronia arbutifolia  

Frangula alnus  
Rhamnus cathartica 

Forsythia×intermedia 

Elaeagnus umbellata Berberis thunbergii 

Ligustrum vulgare 

Lonicera spp. 

Buddleja davidii 

Euonymous alatus 

 

Ailanthus altissima  

Pyrus calleryana  

Acer platanoides 

Alnus glutinosa

Pachysandra terminalis Lythrum salicaria 

Miscanthus sinensis  

Phalaris arundinacea 

Phragmites australis

Aegopodium podagraria  

Vinca major 

Betula nigra

Acer saccharum

Amalanchier spp. 

Rhus typhina

  
Lobelia cardinalis 

Tiarella cordifolia  

Pachysandra procumbens  Liatris spicata

Sporobolus heterolepis 

Chasmanthium latifolium 

Panicum virgatum 


